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1. Introduction  

This policy aims to ensure that: 

• suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend an academy due to health 
needs 

• pupils, staff and parents/ carers understand what the academy is responsible for. 
 

2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the Education Act 1996. It is also based on guidance provided 
by the local authority and has due regard to relevant legislation and statutory guidance, including but 
not limited to, the following: 

• Education Act 1996 

• The UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR)  

• Data Protection Act 2018 

• Keeping children safe in education (DfE 2024) 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/childrens-information/children-and-the-uk-gdpr/
https://www.gov.uk/data-protection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2


• Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions DfE (Dec 2015) 

• Arranging education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs DfE (Dec 
2023) 

• Working together to improve school attendance DfE (Aug 2024) 

  

This policy complies with our funding agreement and articles of association.  

 

3. The responsibilities of Olive Academies 

Initially, each academy will attempt to make the arrangements to deliver suitable education for 

children with health needs who cannot attend school. This will be arranged by a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team in consultation with the pupil and their parents/ carers. Partnership working between 

academy staff, healthcare professionals, and parents/carers and pupils will be critical. 

Arrangements may include sending work home, delivering personalised home learning packs, a series 
of home visits by staff, access to online learning packages or arranging for a tutor or counsellor to visit 
the pupil at home.  

A home learning plan will be discussed with the pupil and their parents/carers and a reintegration plan 
to welcome the pupil back into the academy will be agreed. The academy will consider what 
reasonable adjustments need to be made to enable pupils to return to school and participate fully and 
safely in academy activities.  

If the academy can’t make suitable arrangements for a pupil, the local authority will become 
responsible for arranging suitable education. The type of support offered by the local authority can 
include hospital education provision, outreach, home teaching, CAMHS inpatient unit and virtual 
education. 

The local authority will provide such education as soon as it is clear that the child will be away from 
school for 15 days or more, whether consecutive or cumulative. They should work closely with 
appropriate medical professionals and the child’s family to ensure minimal delay in arranging 
appropriate provision for the child and to consider the medical evidence. 

In cases where the local authority makes the arrangements, the academy will: 

• work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents/ carers to 
ensure the best outcomes for the pupil 

• share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required 

• help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and that the 
child can be reintegrated back into school successfully. 

When reintegration is anticipated, the academy will work with the local authority to: 

• plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the academy, 
allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in 
the academy as far as possible 

• enable the pupil to stay in touch with academy life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, invitations 
to academy events or online access to academy lessons) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ce6a72e40f0b620a103bd53/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/657995f0254aaa000d050bff/Arranging_education_for_children_who_cannot_attend_school_because_of_health_needs.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf300da44f1c4c23e5bd1b/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf


• create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 

• consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made. 

 

4. Links to other policies 

• Accessibility plan 

• Attendance Policy 

• Complaints Policy 

• Medical Needs Policy 

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

• Exam access arrangements 

• Data protection policy 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities policy 
 


